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to avow themselves hostile to all cliques (in 
other words, who being unfitted for member- 


Medical Organization.—Quackery.—At; ship, revenge themselves by the most violent 


the present period, just at the opening of the } abuse of the members of the society, indi- 
last half of the nineteenth century, it would ; vidually and collectively). The people look 
seem a work of supererogation, and almost‘ upon physicians as natura] enemies, who, 
of folly, to attempt a defence of medical or- ; having been wicked enoughin some instances 
ganization. And so, in the older portions; to save their lives, have thereby (by a na- 
of our country it would be. Where science} turdl principle of humanity) incurred their 
and the arts are cultivated, where literature} lasting enmity. Gratitude is a very unplea- 


flourishes and the professions occupy bond 
proper high rank in the community ; where 
* the necessity for united exertion in any use- 
ful department is understood, the man would 
be smiled at as behind the age, who should 
offer a single argument for such a self-evi- 
dently useful and necessary arrangement. 
But in some of our newer and more unso- 
phisiicated counties, the ignorance preva- 
lent, regarding the requisites for proper medi- 
cal education, is surprising. The county 
societies are regarded, mot as protectors of 
the public life and health, but as vile coali- 
tions, to put down professional gentlemen (?) 
who have the manliness and independence} 





sant feeling to cherish, with the majority of 
men. In revenge, therefore, for benefits con- 
ferred, they turn eagerly to the quack, 
whether Thompsonian, Hydropathist, or any 
other humbug; even the anti-calomel an- 
swers; and, the viler the individual they 
support, the better. - It serves to show their 
independence of skill and education. 

In such a community, the amount of in- 
jury and inconvenience a quack can inflict 
upon men of intelligence and worth, is sur- 


‘prising. A single instance will suffice. It 


is but one of many, but is yet so glaring in 
its character, as to merit the indignation of 
the profession generally. It occurredin one 
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74 MEDICAL 
of the ultramontane counties of the Key- 
stone State; the same which is so rich in 
legal and judicial erudition on medical sub- 
jects, and which alone might supply a vo- 
lume of ludicrous performances connected 
with our profession. 

A gentleman of great respectability had, 
while attending to his planing-mill, received 
a severe injury, from a buzz saw, to his left 
hand. The saw entered about the head of 
the metacarpal bone of the little finger, cut 
through several of the carpal bones, and stop- 
ped just on the ulnar side of the junction of 
the radius with the carpus. Of course, the 
ulnar artery, and probably the interosseous, 
were severed. He was placed in a vehicle, 
and immediately conveyed home. On the 
way there, a practitioner of medicine was 
passing, and immediately called on to assist 
him, and subsequently retained in the case. 
From the best information derivable, it ap- 
pears that he took up one of the arteries, and 
trusted to compression and bandaging to 
check the hemorrhage from the other. The 
hand was ezrtended on a straight splint, with 
the very humane and prudent object of pre- 
venting contraction of the fingers when- the 
wound should unite. Moreover, it was 
nicely dressed with tincture of arnica, which 
doubtless was very soothing, and well cal- 
culated to benefit a wounded joint, and allay 
, all tendency to inflammation. Their union 
by first intention was expected, but, singular 
to relate, did not occur. On the contrary, 
profuse suppuration commenced and pro- 
gressed, till the hand and joint were bathed 
in illaudable pus. Shortly after the receipt of 
the wound, traumatic delirium occurred ; and 
continued, with very slight interruptions 
until the amputation of the arm, which was 
performed on the 12th day from the accident. 
The delirium was treated with small doses 
of morphine. During a great part of the 
time, the patient enjoyed no sleep whatever, 
and was enduring excruciating pain, aggra- 
vated by the tightness of the bandages (which 
subsequently had to be cut and loosened), 
and unrelieved by any appropriate local ap- 
plications. His strength was, of course, 
rapidly failing him all this time, and in fact 
his career from the time of the injury a ra 
pidly downward one. So evident was this 
that even his attending physician perceived 
the necessity for speedy action of some kind ; 
and, on the ninth day, amputated the little 
finger; though why that should be done, 
when it was no more offending than the rest 
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of the hand, would be hard to tell. Two 
days after, the flap to cover the vacuity oc- 
casioned by the loss of the metacarpal bone 
of the little finger was removed on account 
of mortification, leaving an unseemly cavity 
of mixed bones, tendons, and pus. The next 
day his situation was so manifestly precari- 
ous, that the family could no longer remain 
inactive, and called a consultation of other 
physicians. This was the twelfth from the 
injury. The case wasa peculiarone. The 
gentleman who had been in attendance, was 
one who pretended to practice both as a re- 
gular physician, and a homeeopath ; which 
was sufficient to exclude him from the mem- 
bership of the County Society. Whether 
he would have been eligible otherwise we 
do not know. The members of the society 
are, by resolution of their own, prohibited 
from consulting with any who are not law- 
fully qualified for membership. Conse- 
quently, when the consultation was called, 
they were unable to confer with him asa 
professional man. What could they do? 
They decided to see the case and conclude 
what they thought fit to be done, and then 
communicate their opiniontohim. The pa- 
tient was at this time labouring under low, 
muttering delirium, with frequent startings 
and twitchings, his pulse very rapid, an irri- 
tative fever, and great debility. The hand 
was a mere mass of putrefaction, covered 
with skin. On inspection, each of the six 
gentlemen who saw the case, wasof the opi- 
nion that his chances for life were very small 
with any treatment, and that nothing but 
immediate amputation could possibly save 
him from death within forty eight hours. 
This opinion was quietly presented to the 
attending physician, and he gave the follow- 
ing singular views as his own opinion of the 
case: ‘The patient is very ill. He will 
probably die, but amputation would be al- 
most certain death, and at once. I do not 
consider the wound as having anything to 
do with his delirium. That is produced by 
the chloroform which he took during the 
amputation of his finger.’’ (Be it remem- 
bered, that the delirium was present almost 
from the very first, and the amputation al- 
luded to, performed on the ninth day.) He 
was then asked if he could undertake to save 
his life without amputation, but refused to 
reply, and reiterated that it would be almost 
certain death to amputate. Here then was 
Savery vexatious and unexpecied check to 
proceedings, Six educated intelligent phy- 
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sicians; one holding a high rank in the U. 
S. Navy; another educated at the best Euro- 
pean schools; a third, whose literary and 
scientific reputation are justly enviable ; two, 
‘who had but recently witnessed the treat- 
ment in one winter in Philadelphia, of more 
cases than their opponent had seen in his 
lifetime; and a sixth, venerable from his 
age and experience, were all about to be 
thwarted in their attempt to save life by the 
obstinacy of one man. What his motive 
was, is hard to determine; whether igno- 
rance or anger that the suggestions of ampu- 
tation had come from others than himself, 
his conduct was equally reprehensible. But 
for the difficulty of the situation and the re- 
sponsibility of life and death, the whole af- 
fair would have been an intensely ludicrous 
ene. Six members of the County Medical 
Society, deliberately bearded by a man who 
had probably never graduated, and whose 
only recommendation was his almost match- 
less impudence! The next question was 
how to proceed on the premises. Some of 
the gentlemen urged to assume the respon- 


‘where life was concerned, policy had no 
business. Others urged that, should the pa- 
tient die under the knife, respectable men 
would lose their reputation, the quack would 
boldly assert that, had he had charge of the 
case, the patient’s life would have been pre- 
served, and, as many would believe him, he 
would obtain more to practice on, and thus 
probably many lives would be sacrificed in- 
stead of one. It was finally resolved not to 
meddle in the case, and the decision commu- 





sibility and amputate at once, reasoning that: 





75 


closed up and the other nearly so. At the 
present time, May 12th, 1851 (just thirty- 
seven days since the operation), he is walk- 
ing about, comparatively strong, and able to 
attend a little to his business; the stump is 
healed, save a slight transverse line. This 
is the condition of the man who, a little over 
a month ago, was pronounced almost in ex- 
tremes; whose life hung on a breath, on the 
calm decision of his physicians. There can 
be no earthly doubt that, but for amputation, 
two days would have seen hisicorpse. By 
the providence of God, his life was saved. 
His former attendant was necessarily dis- 
missed, before the amputation. A Christian 
and a gentleman would have gracefully re- 
tired, and regretted that his ignorance had 
involved him in such a disagreeable transac- 
tion. Such was not his course, however; 
with the most unparalleled impudence, he as- 
serted that amputation would certainly de- * 
stroy the patient. When events proved this 
to: be false, he deliberately went around 
the town, telling the people that the man’s 
arm had been sacrificed; that he could have 
saved both the arm and life; either forget- 
ful or totally regardless of the fact that, be- 
fore amputation, he had expressed an opinion 
decidedly unfavourable to the life of the pa- 
tient. He is the same man who, on a post- 
mortem, swore that a man’s neck was dis- 
located, because the head rolled on the 
shoulders. Unfortunately, a dissection was 
made, and the neck discovered to be as sound 
as any neck could be. He then asserted, 
that it had been dislocated, and recovered its 
natural situation; but, as the strongest man 


nicated to the family, with the reasons ; after ;-in the room could not, by main force, perform 
which the gentlemen dispersed. Inthe after- ; the feat of luxation on the denuded vertebre, 


noon, however, they were again called to- 
gether by the family, and requested to am- 
putate, they (the family) taking the respon- 
sibility. This was accordingly done on the 
afternoon of Saturday, the twelfth day from 
the injury. The operation consumed perhaps 
five minutes. The patient lost very little 
blood, and during the operation became ra- 
tional, but relapsed into delirium almost im- 
mediately afier. His pulee rose afier the 
operation. From this time on, his convales. 
cence was slow but certain. Almost every 
day marked his improvement. Secondary 
hemorrhage was apprehended, but did not 
‘ensue. An abscess formed on each thigh, 
both of which have been opened, and dis- 
charged a large quantity of pus; one has 








even that was proved false. It is a lament- 
able state of public morals and intelligence 
when such illiterate, ignorant men are even 
allowed to remain ina community. How 
then must it be when they have numerous 
advocates and friends. Comments on this 
case are useless. It speaks for itself, and 
calls imperatively in thunder tones, on the 
educated members of the profession to sup- 
port each other. Fortunately, such com- 
munities are rare; but it behooves us to per- 
severe in well doing till they are mot at all ; 
till the people respect the profession, and cast 
away quackery. Tillthe down-trodden phy- 
sician smiles calmly upon the decapitated 
hydra of ignorance and falsehood, I am satis- 
fied. a 
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Proceedings of the Medical Society of 
Northampton County (Pennsylvania).—The 
semi-annual meeting of this society was held 
in Easton, on Monday, July 7th. 

Present, Drs. James, Lachenour, Swift, 
Stout, Innes, Abernethy, Klinefelter, Green 
and Schall. 

The committee on the following resolution 
of the State Medical Society, reported pro- 
gress in their work through their chairman, 
Dr. Stout, and were continued. 

Resolved, That the attention of the County 
Medical Societies throughout the State, be 
called to the importance of furnishing re- 
ports on the state of health, the medical to- 
pography, the occurrence and progress of 
contagious and epidemic disorders within 
their respective limits, and such other medi- 
cal intelligence as may be of importance to 
the State Society. 

Resolved, That the medical gentlemen of 
this county be requested to furnish Dr. Stout 
with any information which they may pos- 
sess on the subjects embraced in the fore- 
going resolution. 

Dr. J. C. Mulhallon, of Bath, was elected 
a member of the society, and took his seat 


, during the progress of the meeting. 


Dr. George P. Kern, of Bath, and Dr. 
Augustue Luedeke, of Easton, were elected 
members. 

> 


New Jersey Medical Society.—This So- 
‘ciety held its eighty-fifth annual meeting at 
New Brunswick, on the 13th of May last. 

Resolutions were adopted in relation to 
the revision of the Charter and By-Laws, to 
the establishment of a State library, and for 
the appointment of committees to investigate 
and report certain interesting medical ques- 
tions. 

The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year:— 

President.—J. H. Phillips, of Penning- 
ton, Mercer Co. 

Vice-Presidents.—O. H. Taylor, Cam- 
den; W. Nichols, Essex; S. Lilly, Hunt- 
erdon. 

Corresponding Secretary.—A. B.Dayton, 
Middletown, Monmouth Co. 

Recording Secretary.—W. Pierson, 
Orange, Essex Co. 

Treasurer.—J. S. English, Manalapan, 
Monmouth Co. 

Medical Association of the State of Mis- 
sourt.—The first annual meeting of this as- 
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sociation was held in Boonville, on the 21st 
of April last. The president, Dr. F. W. 
Thomas, of Cooper Co., delivered the annual 
address. 

The following were elected officers for the 
present year :— 

President.—Dr. Wm. M. McPheeters, of 
St. Louis. 

Vice-Presidents.—Dr. John S. Moore, of. 
St. Louis, Dr. Gregory, of Warren, Dr. 
Heart, of Cooper, and Dr. Killebrue, of Pet- 
is, 

Secretaries.—Dr. Alleyne, of St. Louis, 
and Dr. Chandler, of Cooper. ° 

Treasurer.—Dr. George Johnson, of St. 
Louis. 

On assuming the duties of the chair, Dr. 
McPheeters made a few appropriate re- 
marks, returning his thanks to the associa- 
tion for the honour conferred on him, in be- 
ing called to preside over its deliberations, 
and spoke encouragingly of the present con- 
ditions and future prospects of the profession 
in the State. 

After the permanent organization, and the 
report of the Committee of Arrangements, 
the stated annual reports of the several stand- 
ing committees were taken up, read and con- 
sidered. : 

On motion of Dr. Forshey, the President 
was authorized to request individuals, at 
least one in each congressional district, to 
prepare and read before the next meeting of 
the association papers on some medical sub- 
ject. 

Dr. Forshey also moved that a committee 
of three be appointed to address the profes- 
sion throughout the State on the importance 
of forming county medical societies, which 
motion was adopted, and Dr. Forshey was 
appointed chairman of said committee. 

It is encouraging to know that the work 
of forming auxiliary societies has already 
commenced, with a prospect of its continu- 
ing until we shall have a complete organiza- 
tion in all parts of the State, with an efficient 
local society in each county. 

After the transaction of some other unim- 
portant business, the association adjourned 
on Tuesday evening, to meet again, in St. 
Louis, on the third Monday of April, 1852. 

On Tuesday night, the members of the 
association were sumptuously entertained by 
the Cooper County Medical Society.— 
Abridged from St. Louis Med. and Surg. 
Journ., May and June, 1851, 
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American Medical Association.—Some of 
our cotemporaries, from having been misin- 
formed in regard to the transaction, have 
censured the Association for. its action in re- 
gard to the report of the Committee on Ob- 
stetrics. A simple narrative of the occur- 
rence will at once, we conceive, exonerate 
the Association, and indeed show that they 
could not have, with propriety, acted dif- 
ferently. ; 

After the report of the Committee on Ob- 
stetrics was read, a delegate stated that some 
of the statistics referred to in the report were 
not reliable, and on one or two other points 
comments were made by other gentle- 
men. Thereupon the chairman of the 
committee requested that the report might 
be referred .back to the committee for cor- 
rection, and on motion of Dr. Robertson, 
the report was recommitted. This course 
was strictly parliamentary and the Associa- 
tion could not refuse the committee permis- 
sion to make such alterations as subsequent 
information induced them to believe to be 
proper. They were the responsible party 
and the judges in the matter, not the Asso- 
ciation. The next morning the report was 
again presented with some explanations and 
with the statement that certain parts had 
been erased. 

The Association did not, as is asserted, 
disregard the ordinary forms of justice and 
condemn an unheard and absent person; 
they expressed no opinion on the subject. 

There is one other topic to which we 
would briefly allude. 

In the report of the Committee on Educa- 
tion, the assertion, it is said, is made “‘ that 
quacks while engaged in the practice of 
quackery have received Diplomas from insti- 
tutions whose representatives appear as dele- 
gates in this body,’’ and complaints are made 
’ that the guilty parties were not named. 
But, however desirable it may be that this 
should have been done so that they might 
be held up to the indignation of the pro- 
fession, it must be admitted that prudence 
may have required this reserve. It is well 
known that the charlatan who was gene- 
rally believed to be alluded to, has by his 
impudent practices amassed a large fortune, 
and would, doubtless, cheerfully expend a 
portion of his ill-gotten wealth in a suit for 
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libel, as it would gain for him the addi- 
tional notoriety he so greatly covets. And 
what renders this reserve still more expe- 
dient, to the disgrace of our medical institu- 
tions and the profession—it is said, that this 
charlatan is the possessor of two diplomas, 
and has, moreover, recently obtained testi- 
monials#from men who hold a high profes- 
sional position in the same city where he 
has pursued his shameless course, and who 
cannot, therefore, be ignorant of his disre- 
putable practices. The result of asuit, with 
such support, before an ignorant jury, may 
easily be imagined. But we cannot venture 
to discuss this subject further, or to give ut- 
terance to the indignation which the transac- 
tion has excited in our minds. Will not the 
New York Academy of Medicine investigate 
this matter ? 

American Medical Association Commit. 
tee on Results of Operations in Malignant 
Diseases. — To the Medical Profession of 
the United States: The undetsigned having 
been appointed, at the last meeting of the 
American Medical Association, Chairman 
of the Committee on the ‘‘ Results of Sur- 
gical Operations in Malignant Diseases,’’ 
respectfully solicits contributions to the sub- 
ject, founded upon personal observation. 
To place the subject in as tangible a form 
as possible, he begs leave to direct attention 
to the following points :— 

1. The difference between cancerous and 
cancroid diseases, or those affections which 
are truly malignant, and those which are 
only partially so. In the former category 
are comprised scirrhus, encephaloid, and 
melanosis; in the latter, certain maladies 
of the skin and mucous tissues, as lupus, 
cheloid, eiloid, and cancer of the lip. 

2. The precise seat of the disease, as the 
skin and subcutaneous cellular tissue; the 
eye, ears, nose, face, lips, tongue, salivary 
glands, jaws, and gums; the lymphatic 
ganglions of the neck, axilla, groin, and 
other regions; the mammary gland, uterus, 
ovary, vulva and vagina, penis and testis ; 
the anus and rectum ; and, finally, the ex- 
tremities. 

3. The age, sex, temperament, residence, 
and occupation of the patient. 

4. The cause of the disease, its progress, 
and the state of the part and of the system 
at the time of the operation. 

5. Mode of operation; whether by the 
knife, caustic, or ligature, 
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6. Time of death, or relapse, after ope- 
ration. 

7. Examination of the morbid product ; 
how conducted—whether by the unassisted 
eye alone, or by means of the microscope, 
and chemical tests. 

The undersigned hopes that the import- 
ance of the subject confided to him, as 
chairman of the committee above referred 
to, will be sufficiently appreciated by his 
professional brethren to induce them to aid 
him in carrying out the wishes of the Ame- 
rican Medical Association. The subject is 
one of absorbing interest, and cannot fail, 
if properly treated, to elicit matter of the 
greatest benefit. It is very neceseary that 
all communications upon the subject should 
be sent to the chairman of the committee 
by the Ist of January, 1852. 

Medical journals, and newspapers friendly 
to the interests of medical science, will con- 
fer a favour upon the undersigned by insert- 
ing the above notice. 

S. D. GROSS, M. D. 

University of Louisville, 

June 29, 1851. 

Tariff on Medical Learning.—In justice 
to our courteous cotemporary, ‘‘ The West- 
ern Medico- Chirurgical Journal,” we insert 
the following explanation, made in reply to 
a remark of ours in the number of this 
Journal for April last, p. 31. The reader 
will judge how far this explanation is satis- 
factory. 

Tariff on Medical Learning.—Under this 
erroneous caption, our friend of the Medical 
News and Library of Philadelphia, refers to 
an article in our February number, announc- 
ing the enactment of a law by the Iowa Le- 
gislature, establishing the College of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons of this city, as a De- 
partment of the State University, and giving 
its Diploma the effect of a license to practice 
Physic and Surgery within this State. Pre- 
vious to quoting our article relating to the 
distinction thus conferred upon our gra- 
duates, it is remarked, ‘‘ and what is more 
surprising, the editor expresses approbation 
of this proceeding.”’ 

There seems to be a misapprehension with 
our very worthy friend of the Medical News, 
in regard to the import of the law to which 
we briefly alluded. We did not intend to 
convey the impression that the ‘‘ Legislature 
of Iowa had laid a tariff on medical know- 
ledge.’”’ It was our intention to convey the 
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idea that our General Assembly had done, 
what the State of New York, and several 
of the Southern States have long since done, 
to encourage the cultivation of medical 
science within their own limits. To give 
the Diploma of any institution a proper 
value, it must emanate from properly con- 
stituted authority, and to exempt its holder 
from numerous annoyances which State 
Societies, badly organized and adminis- 
tered may inflict, an independent legal ex- 
istence and recognition is useful and right. 
Medical men are likewise often thrown into 
a position of responsibility in the medico- 
legal investigations incident to the admi- 
nistration of justice, and their legal con- 
nection with the medical jurisprudence of a 
State, is in no respect a legitimate source of 
complaint or censure. But if, in other 
States, it has been thought right to give the 
Diploma of medical institutiops established 
and endowed by the State, the effect of a 
license, it is done with a much stronger rea- 
son in Iowa. All corporate bodies derive 
their powers from a general law. There is 
no safeguard against the assumption of un- 
just power, by any association of men, ex- 
cept that which the constitution of the State 
interposes, and that contemplates a remedy 
to a small proportion of the abuses which 
these voluntary ‘associations may practice. 
For exemple, any number of physicians 
could associate themselves together under 
the general law as a State Society, and exer- 
cise the right to decide upon the qualifica- 
tions of every gentleman who practices 
medicine inthis State. It was to shield our 
graduates against such proceedings as these, 
that we sought the enactment of the law in 
question, and against this and kindred 
abuses the law provides, and nothing more. 
It does not prohibit other gentlemen from 
practising physic and surgery in Iowa, and 
to exhibit the feelings of the Faculty of our © 
Institution in regard to it, we will reprint a 
portion of the editorial remarks, which seems 
to have excited our friend’s surprise. 

‘* We do not wish to convey the idea, that 
the Faculty base their hopes of perpetuity 
and usefulness exclusively upon this ground. 
They are not ignorant of other essential re- 
quisites to success. Amongst the various 
members of the Faculty, an accurate ac- 
quaintance with the scientific merits of other 
Institutions in the United States exists, and 
holding these strictly in view, they earnestly 
court a comparison, as to fullness of the 
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Courses, the necessary means of demonstra- 
tion, and their devoticn in all respects, as 
exhibited in their acts, to the welfare and 
interests of the profession.”’ 

We hope this explanation will be satis- 
factory to our friend of the Medical News, 
whose heart is always in the right place, 
and whose devotion to the true interests of 
medicine no one can doubt. 

The Cholera is prevailing toa slight ex- 
tent in the western and south-western por- 
tions of our country. 

The number of interments in Cincinnati 
for the week ending 10th July, was 152, of 
which 17 were by cholera; and the number 
for the week ending 23d July, was 130, of 
which 6 were from cholera. 

The deaths in St. Louis, during the week 
ending Sunday, the 13th July, were 201, of 
which 64 only were from cholera. On Sun- 
day, there were 23 interments, of which 5 
were cholera. 

The Hannibal (Mo.) Courier, of the 10th 
July, says :—‘‘ The number of deaths occur- 
ring ‘in this city, for the week ending yester- 
day, was ~— but two of cholera. 
® This shows # falling off of more than one- 
half from the week previous, and a decided 
improvement in health generally.’’ 

At Brandenburg (Ky.) up to the 7th July, 
30 cases of cholera had occurred, 19 of which 
were fatal. The entire business of the place 
was suspended, the businese houses closed, 
and the town nearly deserted, so that there 
were scarcely well persons enough to attend 
the sick and dead. 

At New Orleans, on the 9th July, Mrs 
Vignie, wife of Dr. Vignie, was seized with 
cholera, and during the day three of her 
children were attacked with the same terri- 
ble disease, and in less than twenty-four 
hours all four succumbed to this dreadful 
malady. 

Medical Department of the University of 
Nashville.—Dr. Paul F. Eve, of Augusta, 
Georgia, has accepted the chair of Surgical 
Anatomy and Clinical Surgery in the Medi- 
cal Department of the University of Nash 
ville, Tennessee. 

Medical Department, University of Lou- 
tstana.— The number of matriculants in the 
session of 1850-51, was 188; graduates in 
the spring of 1851, 39. 
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Homeopathy Repudiated.—In our number 
for April last, p. 27, we published the able 
report of a Committee of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, adopted by the counsellors 
on the 2d May, 1850, in relation to that 
puerile’system of humbug, named Homeo- 
pathy, in which that fraud is placed in its 
true light, and all connection between Fel- 
lows of the Society and individuals who pro- 
fess to practice in accordance with the ab- 
surd doctrines of Hahnemann, is repudiated. 
The Royal College of Edinburgh, as will 
be perceived by our last number, p. 72, has 
manfully followed this example, and we are 
pleased to lay before our readers the follow- 
ing resolution, showing that the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons of Edinburgh, has promptly 
concurred in the same proceedings. 

“Ata meeting of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh, held on the 16th. 
instant, the following Resolutions were 
moved by the President, and unanimously 
adopted :— 

‘*1, The College having considered a 
series of resolutions transmitted by the 
Royal College of Physicians, in regard to 
homeopathy, feel called upon to express 
their opinion that the system so designated 
being entirely inconsistent with the princi- 
ples professed by candidates for the diploma 
of the College of Surgeons, any Fellow or 
Licentiate who practices it. or countenances 
others in doing so, by meeting them in con- 
sultation, will justly incur the disapproba- 
tion of the College. 

“2, That a copy of the above resolution 
be transmitted tothe Royal College of Phy- 
sicians. 

‘* Signed in Name, and by Authority, of 
the College, 

JAMES SYME, President.’ 

Stercoraceous Accumulation mistaken for 
Pregnancy. By M. Laronpe.—Madame 
L., wt. 48, in otherwise good health, came 
to consult her physician concerning a swell- 
ing which had appeared and was increasing 
in the hypogastrium. Pregnancy was diag- 
nosticated—the menses appearing very irre- 
gularly, and at long intervals. But at the 
end of nine months nothing made its appear- 
ance; while the tumour continued gradually 
but slowly to increase in size. 

When M. Laronde was called in, the pa- 
tient was despaired of by her attendants. 
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He found her condition as follows:—pulse} Excision of the upper three-fourths of the 


small and weak; decubitus dorsal, prostra- 
tion very great; face pale, emaciated and 
characteristic of a chronic affection of the 
intestinal canal; breath fetid, gums soft and 
‘ bleeding ;—the abdominal tumour rising as 
high as the umbilicus, hard and rounded; 
but in place of rising from the sides it seemed 
iniimately connected with them. Vaginal 
examination was not permitted. The tumour 
felt like a mass of half-dried earth or clay. 
She went to stool once or twice daily, and 
was occasionally troubled with diarrhea. 

Glauber salts, &c. &c., were administer- 
ed ; an immense quantity of fecal matter was 
discharged, and the tumour disappeared.— 
(Journal de Médecine et de Chir., Nov., 
1850.) —Monthly Journal, July, 1851. 

Case of Birth after death of the Mother. — 
Dr. Scunerver relates, that being summon- 
ed in haste to a woman in labour, he found 
her dead on his arrival. On placing the 
hand on the yet warm abdomen, he felt the 
uterus contracted and sunk in the pelvis. 
By an examination per vaginam, a foot was 
detected, and by rapidiy completing the de- 
livery, he had the satisfaction of bringing 
into the world an apparently still-born child, 
which, however, soon revived.—(Casper’s 
Wochenschrift ; and British American 
Medical and Physical Journal, April, 1851.) 
—Ibid. 

Varicose Dilatation of the Vessels of the 
Prepuce.—M. Beau (Revue Medico-Chirur- 
gicale, Janv.) describes a condition of the 
prepuce which has not been noticed by pre- 
vious writers, and which depends on a vari- 
cose dilatation of the lymphatics of the part. 
This lesion appears as a transparent cord, 
resistant and hard to the finger. The fluid 
which it contains is perfectly limpid. The 
disease generally appears suddenly after fric- 
tion of the prepuce during coition, and after 
atime it is produced by simple. erection. 
At first it speedily subsides after the excit- 
ing cause is removed, but eventually it be- 
comes permanent, and in some cases be- 
comes as large as a crow quill. The treat- 
ment, when recent, is confined to simple 
measures, such as demulcent or astringent 
lotions. In the chronic state it may be 
cured by causing obliteration of the duct, by 
means of a thread passed through it.— Prov. 
Med. and Surg. Journ., June 25th, 1851. 


Humerus. By M. Ssutin.—In the cases 
of excision of joints hitherto reported, the 
portions of bone removed have been limited 
to the articulating surface. The following 
case is therefore interesting as exhibiting an 
instance in which a large portion of the hu- 
merus was successfully excised. The case 
is recorded in the Revue Medico-Chirurgi- 
cale. : 

A boy, aged 14, was admitted into the 
hospital to which M. Seutin is attached, in 
$a state of utter prostration. He had fallen 
on his shoulder some time previously, and 
two months afterwards the joint became 
painful. On admission the left shoulder 
was enormously swollen and painful on pres- 
sure. The swelling extended to the acro- 
mion process, as far as the inferior third of 
the arm, and was evidently filled with fluid. 
An incision gave issue to a large quantity of 
purulent fluid, and the head of the bone 
could then be felt to be completely denuded 
of -periosteum, and carious throughout the 
extent of the abscess. 

It was obvious that no means could ensure 
the recovery of the patient u 
bone was removed either by 
resection, and the latter, after due consider- 
ation, was decided upon. 

The incisions which were made to evacu- 
ate the pus were accordingly enlarged (the 
patient being chloroformed) and the head 
and entire shaft of the bone to within two 
inches of the condyles was expesed. The 
diseased portion was then removed with a 
chain saw. The arm was then dressed and 
placed in a condition which precluded move- 
ment in the elbow and shoulder. 

The portion of bone removed measured 





five inches and three-quarters. The opera- 
tion was followed by some reaction; but 
soon moderated. The patient was ordered 
cod-liver oil with generous diet, and in three 
weeks the wound had healed, with the ex- 
ception of a small fistulous opening. In less 
than three months, bony matter had so far 
replaced the excised portion of the humerus, 
that the patient had a tolerably useful arm. 

Tannin in Cholera.—During the recent 
epidemic of cholera, tannin was employed 
by the younger Graers, of Berlin, in up- 
wards of thirty cases, several of which were 
in a state of collapse, and of these, only two 
proved fatal. The dose was from five to ten 





grains half-hourly or hourly. 
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